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“Leadership Denver was a transformational experience that inspired me to action.” That is how a recent graduate 
described her experience with the Leadership Foundation, and it’s a sentiment we hear echoed over and over by 
our alumni. Our programs and events exist to strike a chord within people that motivates them to get involved in 
community change. Whether they join a nonprofit board, chair a committee, organize an event, serve as a mentor, 
or volunteer a few hours a week, our alumni are making a real impact throughout the region.

We are excited to share with you some of the ways this year’s program participants have been inspired to become 
more civically engaged. Over the past year, more than 1,250 people have participated in our programs and 
attended our events. Whether they graduated from Leadership Denver or joined us at the Celebrating Civic 
Leadership Luncheon, we know they were challenged to think differently, and they were motivated to engage more 
fully in the issues that make—or could break—our region.  

We recently said farewell to Maureen McDonald, who served as this organization’s executive director for more 
than 10 years. Under her guidance, the Leadership Foundation expanded its reach through the addition of 
programs such as Access Denver, Impact Denver, Legacy Denver and Colorado Experience. We also have her to 
thank for many of this year’s accomplishments, including hosting our second Colorado Experience program and 
our 22nd Leadership Exchange program, graduating strong ID and LD classes, and hosting our largest fundraiser 
to date. We wish Maureen the best of luck in her new endeavors, and we are excited to see what the future holds 
under the vision of new executive leadership.

Thank you to our board members, alumni and friends for the guidance and support they provided throughout 
the year. The volunteers who serve as advisors, speakers, facilitators, fundraisers and idea generators make our 
programs possible, and we appreciate their ongoing commitment to our mission.

The following pages tell a story of how our programs have inspired people to take action. And, as a teaser of 
what’s to come in the next year, there are data points from our upcoming Colorado in Context initiative included 
throughout. These data points call attention to the issues that have inspired our alumni to get involved in 
improving the quality of life for everyone in Colorado. We also hope they encourage you to think about how you 
can enact change. Together, we have the power to strengthen Colorado’s future!

Jandel Allen-Davis, M.D.					     Tameka Montgomery
2011-2012 Board Chair					     Executive Director
Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation		  Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation

     “Leadership Denver was a 

                       transformational experience 

           that inspired me to action.”
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2011–2012
Numbers 
at-a-glance

The Leadership Foundation At-a-Glance
V i s i o n
Inspiring a diverse community of leadership to improve Colorado

M i s s i o n
Providing content, context and access to inspire leaders to engage in issues critical to the region’s success

Va l u e s
• Cooperative, collaborative relationships
• Inclusivity and diversity of perspective

38th year of 
Leadership 

Denver

More than 
2,500 alumni 

94 corporate 
supporters 

More than 190 
volunteers 

$52,228 in 
scholarships 

granted

1,274 program 
and event 

participants

8 staff 
members

8 
programs
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LEADERSHIP DENVER

How does a group of 55        

people enact community change?

Our flagship program, Leadership Denver, convenes a diverse group of leaders to learn 

about and discuss our region’s issues. We challenge them to deepen their community 

engagement and create change around the issues for which they feel the most passion.



5

INSPIRED ACTION

Read12 
Class Project

After learning about literacy issues in 

Colorado, LD ’12 decided to make an 

impact through its class project. With 

support from Colorado Reads: The Early 

Childhood Literacy Initiative, LD ’12 is 

launching the first “Read12” book fair at 

Hallett Fundamental Academy in May 2013. 

During the inaugural book fair, “Read12” 

will provide children in Kindergarten 

through second grade with 12 summer 

reading books. By providing high-quality 

reading materials to children from 

low-income homes, the project is helping 

to increase third grade reading proficiency 

and address the achievement gap. LD ’12 

plans to host additional book fairs in 

May 2014 and 2015. 

           “Leadership Denver inspired me to get involved in community 

			   activities again. This year, my family organized the annual Juneteenth    

              festival in the Five Points community. More than 3,000 people attended 

         the two-day event, and we are already looking forward to hosting the 2013 festivities.”

                          Jennifer Harris, Operations Administrator, Denver International Airport

94%

39%

94% of LD ’12 graduates feel more engaged in 
community and civic life after participating in the program.

39% of Colorado fourth graders score proficient or better in reading. 
A child who can’t read at grade level by the end of third grade is four  
times more likely to drop out of high school and not go to college. 
Increasing college attainment by 1% in metro Denver alone would 
yield an economic impact of $1.8 billion. Courtesy of Colorado in Context

62% of LD ’12 graduates were most inspired 
to get involved in issues around education. 62%
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LEADERSHIP EXCHANGE

What can we 
learn from visiting 
other cities?

A lot. That’s why the Leadership Exchange program has been bringing Denver 

leaders to other cities for more than 20 years.  In 2011, a delegation of 160 

Denver business, government and nonprofit executives traveled to Boston to 

study the region’s strengths and challenges.

93% of Leadership Exchange delegates feel more prepared 

to engage in Denver community issues after visiting Boston.

LEX Boston Takeaways

•	Collaboration is key: Higher education, government and business must work 
	 together on shared priorities, such as education, infrastructure, health care and 
	 innovation to create a strong economic environment.

•	Higher ed is big for business: Boston’s educational institutions are incubators for 
	 innovation that produce an educated workforce and successful companies.

•	P3s make a difference in P-20: Education reform can be achieved through 
	 public/private partnerships and by focusing on student needs.

93%
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INSPIRED ACTION
LEX has the power to create tangible outcomes. 

Here is what we’ve seen come to life this year:

Metro State University of Denver’s newly opened Center for 
Advanced Visualization and Experiential Analysis (CAVEA) was 
inspired by Arizona State University’s Decision Theater, which 
we visited during the 2007 LEX trip to Phoenix. CAVEA is a 
state-of-the-art theater space where leaders can make decisions 
through the use of computer modeling and simulation. 

Metropolitan State University of Denver’s CAVEA Theater
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IMPACT DENVER

What inspires actION?
Knowledge about issues ignites the passion to get involved. Impact Denver is an introductory civic leadership 

program that provides the issues-based education needed to kick-start community involvement. 

84% of Impact Denver ’12 graduates feel more engaged in 

community and civic life after participating in the program.

33% of Coloradans volunteer in some capacity, which is higher than the national average of 

26.5%. Our state’s commitment to volunteerism has an economic value—an hour of volunteer 

work in Colorado is worth $22.03. Courtesy of Colorado in Context

INSPIRED ACTION

Six Projects – Six Months

ID ’12 was challenged to take action on the program’s first day when the class was divided into six project 
teams and tasked with helping a local nonprofit address an organizational or community need. One team 
worked with the Mental Health Center of Denver on a landscape project for the organization’s Beeler 
Street Residence, delivering more than $8,000 in improvements after securing in-kind donations from local 
landscapers and nurseries. Another team helped Reach Out and Read create a sustainable system to deliver 
more than 7,500 gently used children’s books to health clinics throughout the metro area, making doctors’ 
offices more literacy-rich environments.

84%

33%
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     “The class projects provided some of the most telling and 

                                            educational elements of the entire program—problem-solving, 

            working as a group, dealing with real-life problems and sacrificing time for a cause.”

                                          Ken Chung, Director of Product Development, Sharklet Technologies
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Colorado Experience

Why is it important 
for leaders from across 
the state to share ideas?
Great outcomes and opportunities come from participating in dialogue about 

statewide business and policy issues. That’s why we brought 150 metro Denver 

executives to Fort Collins for Colorado Experience, a two-day experiential 

learning program that gave us an inside look at the northern Colorado region.

91% of Colorado Experience 

participants feel more engaged 

in community and civic life 

after visiting Fort Collins.

INSPIRED ACTION

Colorado Experience Takeaways

CSU Fort Collins is an economic engine: The campus conducts world class research 
and serves as an incubator for small business and big ideas, making an impact on both 
the local and global level.

Support for sustainable practices: Fort Collins is pioneering a new approach to 
sustainability that has CSU, local businesses and city government collaborating on 
energy conservation practices.

Entrepreneurial spirit: From the success of companies like OtterBox and New Belgium 
to the startups spinning out of CSU, Fort Collins is a city where innovation and risk-taking 
are valued, thanks to the community’s entrepreneurial mindset.

91%
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 “The metro Denver area can learn a lot from studying the 

              ecosystem in Ft. Collins, which attracts so many high-tech companies 

                                    to the region. By engaging in dialogue with Fort Collins 

                   leaders and contrasting our similar and different issues, 

                                                               Denver’s perspective was widened.”                                         

                                             Mike Niyompong, Vice President, Rebound Solutions
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LEGACY DENVER

What role does dialogue play in 
solving community issues?
By discussing issues, we increase awareness and encourage problem-solving. Legacy Denver is a forum for Denver’s business 

and community leaders to learn about issues of regional importance in a small group setting. This year’s six groups were led by 

subject-matter experts who addressed topics including sustainability, public/private partnerships and working across sectors.

85% of participants 
feel Legacy Denver made 

them more aware of issues 
of regional importance 

Sustainability: Challenges 
to and Opportunities 
for Business, 
Government and 
Community Leaders
James “Skip” Spensley, 
consultant, 
Spensely & Associates

Decision-Making 
Within Context: 
Bridging the Gap 
between Public, 
Private, and 
Nonprofit Sectors
Larry Fullerton, 
CEO/Executive
Director, Hope
Communities, Inc.

From DIA to the Stock 
Show: How Mega-
Projects Inform the 
Metro Denver Region 
Howard Gelt, 
Shareholder, 
Polsinelli Shughart

Our Aging Society: 
A Look at Palliative 
Care, End-of-Life 
Health Care Policy 
and the Ethics of 
End-of-Life Treatment
Julika Ambrose, D.M.D.

Doing Business Across 
Time Zones, Cultures 
and Regions
Anne McCarthy, 
President, Westmeath 
Communications

The Role of Business Leadership 
as the U.S. Faces Critical Issues 
We Have Never Seen Before
Don Childears, President and CEO, 
The Colorado Banking Association
Linda Childears, President and CEO, 
The Daniels Fund

85%
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Hispanic and African American students
are three times less likely than white 
students to be proficient or better at 

reading. Hispanics under 18 are 
Colorado’s fastest growing minority 

population. If we don’t effectively narrow 
the achievement gap, our state’s talent

 pool and economic security will weaken. 
 Courtesy of Colorado in Context

Colorado Leadership Alliance

How do we PREPARE Colorado’s future leaders? 
College students from across the state are developing their leadership skills through the Colorado Leadership Alliance (CLA),

 a Leadership Foundation initiative that unites the undergraduate leadership training programs at 11 Colorado universities. 

By hosting events like the annual CLA Summit, we help to educate, engage and inspire the next generation of leaders.

INSPIRED ACTION

Creating a Movement

During this year’s CLA Summit, students were split into small 
groups and tasked with creating a movement around early 
childhood literacy. The teams presented their plans to a panel 
of judges that included executives from Teach for America and 
the Mile High United Way. Four winning teams were selected, 
and these students had the opportunity to meet with Lieutenant 
Governor Joseph Garcia at the Capitol in April 2012 to discuss 
their ideas. Lt. Governor Garcia engaged in lively dialogue with 
the students about the current challenges and potential solutions 
to Colorado’s literacy issues. 

3x
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Celebrating Civic Leadership Luncheon

Can one person’s story get people 
thinking differently about themselves?
At this year’s inaugural Celebrating Civic Leadership Luncheon, keynote speaker Liz Murray challenged the audience of more 

than 600 people to “create the extraordinary” in their lives. The child of drug-addicted parents who overcame homelessness and 

won a scholarship to Harvard, Murray’s story of perseverance and hard work resonated deeply with those in attendance, 

encouraging them to think differently about overcoming obstacles—big and small—in their own lives. 

211,000 kids younger than 

18 live in poverty in Colorado. 

Poverty dramatically affects 

Colorado’s children and their 

overall well-being, contributing 

to poor health and low 

academic performance. 

Courtesy of Colorado in Context

211,000
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  “Liz’s story made me better appreciate and understand who I am as a leader.     

                                       Her core message of, ‘do what you can today’ is how I have   

                      chosen to live my life. I just didn’t realize it until 

                                                                                 I was able to apply her story to mine.”

              Kimberly Smith, Founder and CEO, AvenueWest Global Franchise

During the luncheon, we honored 

Tami Door, President and CEO of 

the Downtown Denver Partnership, 

with the 2012 9News Leader 

of the Year Award. Door was 

recognized for her work to 

redevelop downtown Denver and 

for her commitment to ending 

homelessness through the 

Denver’s Road Home project.
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Leadership Foundation alumni

Where are they now?
There are more than 2,500 Leadership Foundation alumni creating change throughout Colorado. Our programs help spark their passion around 

issues such as education, health care, poverty and economic development, and we are proud of the work they are doing to improve the quality of 

life in our community. The Leadership Foundation works to keep alumni informed about current issues and connected with each other so they can 

collaborate on community problem solving. Our alumni are involved with many organizations. Here are just a few they support…

Mile High United Way  the Colorado Health Foundation  El Pomar Foundation  Urban Peak  the Denver Foundation  Denver’s Road Home  Colorado I Have a Dream 

Foundation  Denver Health  Biennial of the Americas  Women’s Foundation of Colorado  Latino Community Foundation of Colorado  Denver Urban Renewal 

Authority  Colorado Nonprofit Association  Hispanic Chamber of Metro Denver  KIPP Colorado  Daniels Fund  Blair-Caldwell African American Research 

Library  Stapleton Foundation  Downtown Denver Partnership  Children’s Hospital Foundation  Denver Botanic Gardens  CU Foundation  Colorado Succeeds  

Denver Pre-School Program  Metro Denver Sports Commission  Invest in Kids  HealthOne  the National Civic League  City Year Denver  Denver Education 

Compact Board  Goodwill Industries of Denver  Denver Public Schools Foundation  Women’s Forum  VISIT DENVER  Girl Scouts of Colorado  Colorado 

Scholarship Coalition  Denver Public Library  Denver Zoo  Circle of Latina Leadership  National Sports Center for the Disabled  Colorado Black Chamber of 

Commerce  Clinica Tepeyac  Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Colorado  Children’s Hospital of Denver  Public Education and Business Coalition  Project Angel 

Heart  Junior Achievement  Boys and Girls Club of Metro Denver  Denver Urban League  Denver Center for the Performing Arts  Mi Casa Resource Center
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Katie Abrams
Vic Ahmed
Wendy Aiello
Jandel Allen-Davis
Dave Allman
Alires Almon
Julika Ambrose
Myron Anderson
Angela Baier
Justin Ball
Alexandra Ballas
M. Gregory Bante
Antonio Barreiro
Peter Beaupré
John Beeble
Christine Benero
Robert Blankenship
Phil Bledsoe
Dave Boger
Deborah Brackney
Thomas Brinegar
Kelly Brough
Michael Brown
Cristin Brown
Lindsay Brown
KieAnn Brownell
William Browning
Amy Burkett
Toti Cadavid
Amber Callender
Michael Carrigan
Terrance Carroll
Amy Casseri
Juanita Chacon
Luella Chávez D’Angelo
Linda Childears
Don Childears
Ralph Christie
Leanna Clark

Tom Clark
Rob Cohen
Tyler Coombe
Rebecca Cordes
Mark Cornetta
Pat Cortez
Mark Davidson
Brian Davidson
Jerome Davis
Melinda Delmonico
Dianne Denholm
Tami Door
Peter Downing
Tara Dunn
Eric Duran
Taryn Edwards
Douglas Elenowitz
Don Elliman
Lance Enders
Hikmet Ersek 
Tiffany Espinosa
John Fairbairn
Jenna Farley
Bain Farris
Anthony Ferrufino
David Fine
Patty Fontneau
Mike Fordyce
Steven Foster
Lori Fox
Lawrence Fullerton
Lynn Gangone
Greg Geissler
Jeff Geller
Howard Gelt
Darla Goddard
David Goldberg
Pat Grant
Gino Greco

Theresa Hall
Jennifer Hallam
Mayor Michael B. Hancock
Marilyn Harmacek
Governor John Hickenlooper
Leslie Hilton
Kenneth Ho
Kate Horle
Walter Isenberg
Bruce James
Pam Jeffords
Cindy Jennings
Jennifer Johnson
GG	Johnston
Dr. Stephen Jordan
Patricia Keck
Charlie Kercheval
Alison Kolwaite
Michael Korenblat
Katie Kramer
Mimi Larsen
Andrew Levy
Dan Lewis
Paul Lhevine
Sara Jo Light
Bill Lindsay
Sharon Linhart
Monique Lovato
Ken Lund
Elaine Mariner
Darren Markley
Lilly Marks
Brian Martorella
Margie Mauldin
Craig May
Jane McAtee
Anne McCarthy
Mike McCubbin
Doug McLemore

Patrice McMonigle
Brigid McRaith
James Mejía
Stephen Miller
Kirk Monroe
Dennis Moore
James Mulligan
Rico Munn
Anthony Murphy
Karen Nakandakare
Gloria Neal
Mike Niyompong
Leslie Oliver
Kate Oravez
Mark Osborn
Dawn Owens
David Palmer
Cindy Parsons
Leigh Picchetti
Doug Price
Nathaniel Quintana
Lorii Rabinowitz
Pam Reichert
Don Richards
Holli Riebel
Heather Riley
Mimi Roberson
Ramonna Robinson
Shawn Ropp
Maja Rosenquist
Martha Rubi Byers
Connie Rule
Hassan Salem
Gyan Saxena
Kirk Scheitler
Tim Schultz
Jane Schumaker
Holly Shilliday
James Shmerling

Ryan Siemer
Steven Silvers
Janice Sinden
Kimberly Smith
Lem Smith
Gene Sobczak
Elizabeth Soberg
George Sparks
James Spensley
Gully Stanford
Jennifer Stern
Mark Sullivan
Kristen Sundin
Terri Taylor
Landri Taylor
Kent Thiry 
Kristin Todd
Leo Tokar
Andrea Tollar
Jamie Torres
Chase Turner
Craig Umbaugh
Maureen Upton
Lynne Valencia
André van Hall
Jamie Van Leeuwen
Sean VanBerschot
Jennie Virgilio
Brian Vogt
Colin Walker
Charlie Walling
Charles Ward
Travis Webb
Debbie Welle-Powell
Marie Wheatley
Ginger White
Roxane White
Bert Williams
Tami Young

Leadership Foundation Volunteers
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2011-2012 
Board of Directors
Jandel Allen-Davis, M.D. Chair  |  Vice President, Government and External Relations, 
	 Kaiser Permanente Colorado
Dan Lewis, Chair Elect  |  Chief Public Affairs Officer, Molson Coors Brewing Company
David Palmer, Immediate Past Chair  |  Managing Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Justin Ball  |  Operations, Fast Enterprises, LLC
M. Gregory Bante  |  Senior Vice President, Jones Lang LaSalle Brokerage, Inc.
Antonio Barreiro  |  Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Johnson & Wales University
Christine Benero  |  President and CEO, Mile High United Way
Deborah Brackney  |  Vice President, Mountain States Employers Council, Inc.
Kelly Brough  |  President and CEO, Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce
KieAnn Brownell  |  Rocky Mountain Silhouettes
Toti Cadavid  |  President, Senku Marketing
Luella Chávez D’Angelo  |  Vice President, Western Union and Western Union Foundation
Pat Cortez  |  Senior Vice President of Government Relations, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Mike Fordyce  |  President and CEO, Craig Hospital
GG Johnston  |  Principal, Be Intentional, LLC
Stephen Jordan, Ph.D.  |  President, Metropolitan State University of Denver
Charlie Kercheval  |  President, FirstBank, Cherry Creek
Michael Korenblat  |  Director, Legal Affairs, Suncor Energy Services, Inc.
Katie Kramer  |  Vice President and Assistant Executive Director, Boettcher Foundation
Darren Markley  |  Managing Director, The Private Client Reserve, U.S. Bank
Margie Mauldin  |  President, Executive Forum
Maureen McDonald  |  Executive Director, Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation
Dennis Moore  |  Vice President of Sales and Marketing, Denver Broncos Football Club
Gloria Neal  |  Multi Media Journalist, CBS4
Cindy Parsons  |  Vice President, Public Relations, Comcast
Mimi Roberson  |  President and CEO, Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center & 
	 The Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children (Affiliates of HealthONE)
Ramonna Robinson  |  Vice President and Managing Partner, GroundFloor Media
Maja Rosenquist  |  Vice President, Mortenson Construction
Hassan Salem  |  President, Colorado, U.S. Bank
Kirk Scheitler  |  Area Manager, Community and Local Government Affairs, Xcel Energy
Landri Taylor  |  President and CEO, Urban League of Metro Denver, Inc.
Kristin Todd  |  Senior Vice President, Scholarship Program, Daniels Fund
Craig Umbaugh  |  Partner, Hogan Lovells US LLP
Lynne Valencia  |  Vice President of Community Relations, 9NEWS
André van Hall  |  CEO and General Manager, Denver Athletic Club
Jamie Van Leeuwen, Ph.D.  |  Senior Policy Advisor to Governor Hickenlooper & 
	 Director of Community Partnership, State of Colorado
Travis Webb  |  Managing Partner, Colorado, BKD CPAs & Advisors
Bert Williams  |  President, UMB Bank, Colorado
Tami Young  |  CEO and Owner, AdvenTech

           “Serving on such a civic-minded board has 

                              compelled me to think expansively about the      

            opportunities to improve our region. The Leadership Foundation 

                           encourages me to think in terms of 

                                                  what is possible, rather than what is not.” 

Jandel Allen-Davis, Chair, Vice President, Government and 

External Relations, Kaiser Permanente Colorado
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Mimi Roberson  |  President and CEO, Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center & 
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Maja Rosenquist  |  Vice President, Mortenson Construction
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Kirk Scheitler  |  Area Manager, Community and Local Government Affairs, Xcel Energy
Landri Taylor  |  President and CEO, Urban League of Metro Denver, Inc.
Kristin Todd  |  Senior Vice President, Scholarship Program, Daniels Fund
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$10,000 and above
9NEWS	
Boettcher Foundation	
Comcast	
DaVita Inc.	
Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce	
El Pomar Foundation	
First Western Financial, Inc.	
Greenberg Traurig, LLP	
Kaiser Permanente	
Lockton Companies, LLC	
Molson Coors Brewing Company	
PCL Construction Enterprises, Inc.	
Piton Foundation	
Rose Community Foundation	
The Colorado Health Foundation	
The Colorado Trust	
U.S. Bank Foundation	
UMB Bank of Colorado	
United Healthcare	
Xcel Energy	

$1,000 - $9,999
AdvenTech	
Aiello Public Relations & Marketing	
Auraria Higher Education Center	
Be Intentional	
BKD CPAs & Advisors	
BP America, Inc.	
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP	
BurkettDesign, Inc.	
Business Controls, Inc.	
CH2M Hill	
Children’s Hospital Colorado	
Citywide Banks	
ColoradoBiz Magazine	
Colorado State University Pueblo	
Commerce Bank	
Craig Hospital	
Cresa Denver	
CRL Associates, Inc.	
D.A. Davidson	
Denver Athletic Club	
Denver Broncos Football Club	
Denver Zoo & Denver Zoological Fdn	
Downtown Denver Partnership	
EKS&H PC	
Executive Forum	
Fast Enterprises LLC	
FirstBank of Cherry Creek	
GO AutoNation	
Grant Thornton LLP	
GroundFloor Media	
Gully Stanford & Friends	
Hogan Lovells US LLP	
Holland & Hart, LLP	
Holme Roberts & Owen LLP	
Iinfinity Group	
Johnson & Wales University	

Jones Lang LaSalle	
JP Morgan Chase	
LiveWell Colorado	
Mercy Housing, Inc.	
Metropolitan State University of Denver	
Mile High United Way	
Mortenson Construction	
Mountain States Employers Council	
Ocean Prime	
P/SL Medical Center	
Polsinelli Shughart, PC	
Quickland Technology Group	
Rebound Solutions Consulting	
Resource Initiatives	
RTL Networks, Inc.	
Sage Hospitality Resources, LLC	
Saunders Construction, Inc.	
Snell & Wilmer	
SOS Technologies	
Southwest Airlines	
Stevenson Automotive, Inc.	
Suncor Energy	
The Denver Hospice	
The IMA Financial Group, Inc.	
The Mask Project	
U.S. Bank, The Private Client Reserve	
United Launch Alliance	
University of Colorado Denver | Anschutz Medical 
Campus	
University of Colorado Hospital	
University of Denver, University College	
University of Denver’s Pioneer Leadership Program 	
University Physicians, Inc.	
Vectra Bank Colorado	
VISIT DENVER	
Wells Fargo Bank N.A.	
Western Union Foundation	

Leadership Foundation DONORS

           “Our corporate philosophy is to not only 

                      be actively engaged in developing, strengthening 

    and energizing our communities, but to also 

                            be a role model by connecting our leaders to other 

      civic-minded individuals and building those relationships.” 

                          Darren Markley, U.S. Bank, The Private Client Reserve
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LEADERSHIP  FOUNDATION TEAM

Back row: 
Dave Suss, Senior Operations Manager; 
Denise King, Senior Program Manager; 
Brittany Winkfield, 
Marketing and Events Coordinator; 
Amanda Melroy, Office Coordinator

Front row: 
Mara MacKillop, Department and 
Program Coordinator; 
Melissa Viola, Manager of Outreach & 
Alumni Relations; 
Tameka Montgomery, Executive Director; 
Kirsten Vermulen, Program Manager

I n v e s t m e n t  P r i o r i t i e s 	  				 
	

Leadership Development Programming	  $1,009,495.94 			 

LF Grants and Scholarships	  $52,228.88 		

CLA Scholarships	  $304,831.00 		

Events	  $161,074.01 	

Administration	  $214,584.00  		

In-Kind Expenses	  $97,775.00 		

Fund Development	  $34,503.46			 

TOTAL	  $1,874,492.29  			 

NET	  $216,809.66 			 

		

5%
46%

Program Fees  
$962,900.60 

15%
Sponsorships  
$314,200.00 

14%
Grants

$291,081.00 

CLA FirstBank 
Endowment  
$203,721.00 

In-Kind 
Contributions  
$102,575.00 

Events  
$164,829.35 

Donations  
$51,995.00 

10% 8%

RE  V ENUE     SOURCES                                    

2%
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Future Impact

What’s next?
Here are a few of the things we are looking forward to in the next year:

LEX Austin
We just traveled to Austin for the 23rd annual LEX program, where we explored the Live Music Capital’s vibrant tech and 
creative sectors. The takeaways? Transformative change requires community ownership to be effective and sustainable. Also, 
there is an opportunity for Denver to more clearly define and align its branding efforts so everyone is on the same page with 
regards to our city’s identity. Stay tuned for more on the outcomes from our visit.

Colorado in Context

This new initiative officially debuts in 2013. Colorado in Context will look at the correlation between issues such as 
education, health care, infrastructure, quality of life and civic engagement in Colorado and showcase opportunities to 
engage. We hope it inspires our alumni to action.

Access Denver

Returning in April after a year-long hiatus, 
Access Denver will provide a two-day crash 
course on Denver’s most influential people 
and critical issues to new-to-Denver or 
newly-promoted senior-level executives. 

Celebrating Civic Leadership Luncheon

Save the date for Thursday, April 11, 2013. 
Our signature fundraising event will feature 
another inspirational keynote and the 
2013 Leader of the Year Award winner.

Website

We will debut an all-new website and 
branding campaign to help us better tell 
the Leadership Foundation story.
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Colorado Experience 2012 Committee
Co-chairs:
Greg Bante, Senior Vice President, Jones Lang LaSalle Brokerage, Inc.
Landri Taylor, President and CEO, Urban League of Metro Denver, Inc.

Kathryn Albright, U.S. Bank
Jandel Allen-Davis, Kaiser Permanente Colorado
Greg Bante, Jones Lang LaSalle Brokerage, Inc.
Thomas Brinegar, PEAK Resources, Inc.
Kelly Brough, Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce
KieAnn Brownell, Rocky Mountain Silhouettes
William Browning, Rebound Solutions Consulting
Ralph Christie, Merrick & Company
Rebecca Cordes, First Western Financial, Inc.
Mark, Davidson, blue onion
David Fine, McKenna Long and Aldridge LLP
Katie Kramer, Boettcher Foundation
Maureen McDonald, Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation
James Pinto, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
Landri Taylor, Urban League of Metro Denver, Inc.
Jim Thomas, Minor & Brown
Kristin Todd, Daniels Fund
Jamie Torres, City and County of Denver
Maureen Upton, Resource Initiatives LLC
Melissa Viola, Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation
Rebecca Weiss, Anthem Blue Cross & Blue Shield
Bert Williams, UMB Bank Colorado
Mark Witkiewicz, Corporex Colorado, LLC

Impact Denver Class of 2012
Co-chairs:
Dennis Moore, Vice President of Sales and Marketing, Denver Broncos Football Club
Deb Brackney, Vice President, Mountain States Employers Council, Inc.

Adam Aldrich, Bennington Johnson Biermann & Craigmile
Kristin Altman, University of Denver
Ryann Anderson, dovetail Solutions
Alexis Anderson, GroundFloor Media
Jon Bellum, Colorado State University Global
Tim Bennet, Colorado Enterprise Fund
Thaddeus Bert, Eide Bailly, LLP
Kevin Betz, Anton Collins Mitchell LLP
Andrea Bott, 5280 Publishing
Ken Chung, Sharklet Technologies, Inc.
Amanda Clark, CooverClark Architects

Sophia Conti, Goodwill Industries of Denver
Trevor Crow, Burns, Figa & Will, P.C.
Matthew Curtis, Adolfson and Peterson Construction
Mia Della Cava, Kutak Rock LLP
Matt Derrington
Ericka Englert, Colorado Supreme Court
Nate Farley, Grant Thornton
James Foy, Telesales and Sales Consulting
Breanne Gabel, Denver Rescue Mission
Tommy Gallegos, Xcel Energy
Richard Green, The New Teacher Project
Michelle Hadwiger, City of Lakewood
Jill Hamilton, SE2
Chris Haney, Colorado State Bank and Trust
Tina Hansen, Colorado Children’s Chorale
Lauren Hardisky, Rebound Solutions Consulting
Trent Hardman, Johnson Financial Group, LLC
John Hegarty, UMB Bank Colorado
Kyle Henderson, FirstBank
Elizabeth Henry, Earth Force
Heather Herring, Planet Laboratories Cherry Creek-Aveda Salon
Amy Horn-Lottridge, Nutrition Inc.
Matt Huelskamp, Hyder Construction, Inc.
Matt Hughes, The Wright Group
Shawn Hulsizer, CAEL
Shebon Kelin, Colorado Technical University
Adriana Lopez, Mile High Youth Corps
Norah Lovato, Mi Casa Resource Center
Christopher Massey, Ballard Spahr LLP
Nancy McCamey, Scientific & Cultural Facilities District
Lindsay McKae, Rothgerber Johnson & Lyons LLP
Jason McMillan, Flood and Peterson Insurance, Inc.
Sarah Miller, Northwestern Mutual
Cyrus Mirshab, Kaiser/Colorado Permanente Medical Group, PC
Robb Moody, Oracle Corporation
Meme Moore, IMA of Colorado, Inc.
Aileen Murphy, Polsinelli Shughart, PC
Cheryl Nesbitt, Johnson & Wales University
Bill Noonan, Mutual Of Omaha Bank
Kristin Norris, Tavern Hospitality Group
Crystal Peden, Mortenson Construction
Amanda Peters, Vectra Bank Colorado
Ani Reddy, Denver Summit Schools Network/
	 Denver Public Schools
Dave Richardson, DaVita Inc.

David Rontal, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
Shelby Ross, Mile High United Way
Patrick Sablich, Invest in Kids
Rebel Saffold, Metropolitan State College of Denver
Laura Steffen, Daniels Fund
Josh Stewart, Executive Forum
Clint Thomas, MJ Smith and Associates
Jon Treter, Newmark Knight Frank Frederick Ross
Christina Villa, Western States Arts Federation
Beth Walker, Good Shepherd School
Ed Wingfield, Wingfield Realty

Leadership Denver Class of 2012
Board Liaisons:
Gloria Neal, LD ’09, Multi Media Journalist, CBS4
Kirk Scheitler, LD ’10, Area Manager, Community and 
	 Local Government Affairs, Xcel Energy

Michael Barkin, KRG Capital Partners, LLC
Thomas Base, Mental Health Center of Denver
Brad Baumgartner, IMA of Colorado
Richard Benenson, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
JoAnne Bennett, BKD, LLP
Millete Birhanemaskel, PB Advisors
JR Bitzer, Bitzer Real Estate Partners
Marti Brust, UMB Bank Colorado
Cheryl Campbell, Public Service Company of Colorado
Mark J. Carley, Centura Health
Jeff Cornelius, Sprocket Communications
David Craig, Molson Coors Brewing Company
Brennon Crist, JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA
Brett Dolan, PCL Construction Enterprises, Inc.
Scott Downes, The Colorado Trust
Andrew Freedman, State of Colorado
Patricia Givens, Children’s Hospital Colorado
Chris Hansen, IHS
Kathryn Harris, Rose Community Foundation
Jennifer Reeves-Harris, Denver International Airport
Debbie Hearty, Denver Public Schools
Wendy Hession, Red Door Properties
Diana A. Higuera, The Conflict Center
Erika Hollis, Jackson Kelly, PLLC
Tasha L. Jones, Forest City Stapleton, Inc.
Jessica Kokish, Jones Lang LaSalle
Erin Larrabee, Colorado I Have a Dream Foundation

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
*Participant affiliations with their organizations were as of the conclusion of the program.
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Leadership Denver Class of 2012
Board Liaisons:
Gloria Neal, LD ’09, Multi Media Journalist, CBS4
Kirk Scheitler, LD ’10, Area Manager, Community and 
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Michael Barkin, KRG Capital Partners, LLC
Thomas Base, Mental Health Center of Denver
Brad Baumgartner, IMA of Colorado
Richard Benenson, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
JoAnne Bennett, BKD, LLP
Millete Birhanemaskel, PB Advisors
JR Bitzer, Bitzer Real Estate Partners
Marti Brust, UMB Bank Colorado
Cheryl Campbell, Public Service Company of Colorado
Mark J. Carley, Centura Health
Jeff Cornelius, Sprocket Communications
David Craig, Molson Coors Brewing Company
Brennon Crist, JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA
Brett Dolan, PCL Construction Enterprises, Inc.
Scott Downes, The Colorado Trust
Andrew Freedman, State of Colorado
Patricia Givens, Children’s Hospital Colorado
Chris Hansen, IHS
Kathryn Harris, Rose Community Foundation
Jennifer Reeves-Harris, Denver International Airport
Debbie Hearty, Denver Public Schools
Wendy Hession, Red Door Properties
Diana A. Higuera, The Conflict Center
Erika Hollis, Jackson Kelly, PLLC
Tasha L. Jones, Forest City Stapleton, Inc.
Jessica Kokish, Jones Lang LaSalle
Erin Larrabee, Colorado I Have a Dream Foundation

Darren S. Markley, U.S. Bank, The Private Client Reserve
Ann McCullough, Polsinelli Shughart, PC
Brendan McGuire, Vail Resorts
Brad McQueen, EKS&H PC
Eva Milko, Molson Coors Brewing Company
Tameka Montgomery, Denver Metro Small Business Development Center
Sean Patrick Moore, North Highland
Amy Mueller, Kaiser Permanente Colorado
Marsha Nelson, Mortenson Construction
Amy Nofziger, AARP Foundation
Leslie Oliver, The Office of Congressman Ed Perlmutter
Kevin O’Shaughnessey, Catalyst Health Partners
Eileen Piper, Denver Preschool Program
Tony Price, Metropolitan State College of Denver
Mike Pritchard, Goodwill Industries of Denver
Erin Pulling, Project Angel Heart
Jason Romero, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Dan Ryan, Cassidy Turley Fuller Real Estate
Frank Schultz, Tavern Hospitality Group
Sarah L. Niemiec Seedig, Greenberg Traurig, LLP
David Spector, Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell, LLP
Mark Spiecker, Sharklet Technologies, Inc.
Remy Spreeuw, 5280 Publishing
Sara Sullivan, Sage Hospitality Resources, LLC
Deirdre Wildman Toltz, Catering By Design
Sean Tufts, RES Americas
Shanda Vangas, Xcel Energy
Nikki Wheeler, Caridian BCT
Kaakpema Yelpaala, Access.Health
Marty Zimmerman, Zim Consulting, Inc.

Leadership Exchange 2011 Boston Committee
2011 Honorary Co-chairs:		
Governor John  Hickenlooper, State of Colorado
Mayor Michael B. Hancock, City & County of Denver
		
Committee Co-chairs:	
Beth Soberg, UnitedHealthcare of Colorado
Christine Benero, Mile High United Way
		
Jandel Allen-Davis, Kaiser Permanente Colorado
Christine Benero, Mile High United Way
Carrie Besnette Hauser, Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Phil Bledsoe, Polsinelli Shughart, PC
Kelly Brough, Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce
KieAnn Brownell, Rocky Mountain Silhouettes

Suzanne Calhoun, Sustainable Development Strategies
Leanna Clark, University of Colorado Denver | Anschutz Medical Campus
Tom Clark, Metro Denver Economic Development Corporation
Rebecca Cordes, First Western Financial, Inc.
Suzanne Culin, PCL Construction Services, Inc.
Tami Door, Downtown Denver Partnership, Inc.
Eric Lee, Colorado Black Chamber of Commerce
Dan Lewis, Molson Coors Brewing Company
Bill Lindsay, Lockton Companies, LLC
Sharon Linhart, Linhart Public Relations
Anna Loewen, Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation
Darren Markley, U.S. Bank, The Private Client Reserve
Lilly Marks, University of Colorado Hospital Anschutz Medical Campus
Maureen McDonald, Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation
Stephen Miller, CleanLaunch
James Mulligan, Snell & Wilmer LLP
David Palmer, Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Cindy Parsons, Comcast
Deana Perlmutter, Integral Group LLC
Gloria Rubio-Cortés, National Civic League
Kirk Scheitler, Xcel Energy
Willie Shepherd, iBAHN
James Shmerling, Children’s Hospital Colorado
Beth Soberg, UnitedHealthcare
Andrea Tollar, Frontier Airlines, Inc.
Craig Umbaugh, Hogan Lovells US LLP
Jamie Van Leeuwen, State of Colorado

Legacy Denver
Co-chairs:
Toti Cadavid, President, Senku Marketing
Margie Mauldin, President, Executive Forum

Dale Algrim, Colorado Business Bank
Pres Askew	
Jonathan Bender, Holland & Hart LLP
Paula Berg, Linhart Public Relations
Deb Brackney, Mountain States Employers Council, Inc.
Toti Cadavid, Senku Marketing
Luis Colón, Senku Trade
Patricia Cronenberger, Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG)
Steve DeVisser, Metro State College of Denver Foundation
Tara Dunn, Morrison & Foerster LLP
Brian Elms, Budget and Management Office
Kelly Enders, Dream Wise Marketing Solutions
Chris Figge, SOS Technologies

Alexxa Gagner, Denver Rescue Mission
Chris Haeck, CollegeInvest
Jennifer Hallam, BKD CPAs & Advisors
Amy Hansen, Otten Johnson Robinson Neff + Ragonetti
Dan Igoe, PURE Brand Communications
Alexia Jennings, FirstBank
Cindy Jennings, Volition Strategies
Mimi Larsen, Moye White LLP
Monique Lovato, Xcel Energy
Patrick Mahncke, USA Mobility, Inc.
Kynnie Martin, Veterans Green Jobs
Patrick McRorie, Lathrop & Gage LLP
Michael Meacher, Husch Blackwell LLP
Charlotte Min-Harris, American Red Cross, Mile High Chapter
Chanthy Na, Fast Enterprises LLC
Joseph Neguse, Holland & Hart, LLP
Brent Neiser, National Endowment for Financial Education
Linda Olson, University of Denver
Maura O’Neal, Dovetail Solutions
Laurel Petralia, The Colorado Trust
Jay Philp, Otten, Johnson, Robinson, Neff & Ragonetti, P.C.
Lori Pidick, Public Education & Business Coalition
Illana Poley, SE2
Cecilia Prinster, Colorado Enterprise Fund
Stephen Pyle, Johnson & Wales University
Diane Reinhard, Craig Hospital
Don Richards, The Richards Financial Group, Inc.
Shawn Ropp, Lend Lease
Jayla Sanchez-Warren, Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG)
Meg Sanders, DCC, LLC
Jennifer Schaufele, Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG)
Jeff Steepleton, Galloway Group
Melissa Viola, Denver Metro Chamber Leadership Foundation
Rosann Ward, Public Education & Business Coalition
Marie White	
Carolynne White, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
Teri Whitmore, Denver Regional Council of Governments
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